
  Sylvia Lake Milfoil Mitigation Fund Drive   

The Sylvia Lake Association (SLA) officers and directors are re-establishing the Milfoil Mitigation Fund Drive 
and asking all Sylvia Lake property owners to generously contribute to this fund. The Fund goal is $30,000. The 
SLA will not move forward on this milfoil mitigation effort until we meet or exceed this goal. We believe that a 
targeted ProcellaCOR application of a minimum of 10 acres should sufficiently mitigate the milfoil in the most 
densely affected areas and substantially slow or abate its spread. Our 320 acres lake is fortunately quite deep 
and does not support the growth of milfoil in depths greater than 25-30 feet. 

The SLA officers and directors believe the $30,000 goal is ambitious, but realistic. Divided equally amongst the 
approximate 150 property owners represents $200 per owner. We recognize that some owners might not 
contribute because of personal financial reasons or their reluctance to use an herbicide in the lake. Conversely, 
other lake property owners may contribute more based upon their financial ability and desire to mitigate this 
problem before it becomes a more significant and costly issue to address in the future. 

Whether a property owner contributes or not, all money collected will be itemized by individual contributors 
and separately accounted for by the SLA treasurer in the Milfoil Mitigation Fund. If the fund goal is not 
achieved within the next two years, the Drive will be abandoned and all funds returned to their respective 
contributors. The SLA will keep all contributions confidential and respect each property owner’s rights to 
privacy/choice. A running total of fund contributions will be posted on the website. 

While our goal of $30,000 is not a trivial amount, it pales in comparison to the cost to other lake communities 
battling this invasive plant. A simple internet search will yield results showing numerous lakes throughout New 
York State and across the country that have spent and continue to spend hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
address the spread of milfoil. For example: Lake George; Skaneateles Lake; Minerva Lake; Cayuga Lake; 
Cazenovia Lake; Lake Erie and Ontario.  

Milfoil Task Force (MTF) April 2025 Update

During the Fall of 2023, the Sylvia Lake Association’s (SLA) applied for a grant made available by the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) to address the growing state-wide concerns 
for invasive aquatic plant and animal species.  SLA Secretary Jane Dodds worked with the Town of Fowler to 
gather the necessary information and submit the online grant application. Each grant application was judged by 
the DEC staff using a point system. Unfortunately, our Sylvia Lake grant application did not make the cut, but 
Jane Dodds did receive valuable feedback from the DEC to improve our chances of receiving a future grant 
should state money again become available. 

Specifically, the DEC placed greater emphasis on complete versus partial invasive species mitigation, thus our 
proposal to treat only specific areas in the lake (instead of the entire lake) did not score high enough. However, 
the DEC did acknowledge the SLA efforts for having conducted a comprehensive survey of the lake community 
in advance of the grant application showing general community support for the use of the herbicide 
ProcellaCOR.  

As of August 2024, there are no NYS DEC grants available for 2025 to address invasive aquatic plant and 
animal species. If grants are made available, the SLA will reapply. The Town of Fowler continues to honor their 
$5000 pledge to be used for the application of herbicide to address milfoil in Sylvia Lake. However, without the 
necessary funds in the SLA treasury, the Board cannot and will not apply for a NYS DEC permit to use an 
aquatic herbicide. The permitting process alone costs several thousand dollars and takes months to review. If 
issued by the DEC, the permit must be used within a year and the herbicide applied during peak plant growth 
(late Spring).  

Sylvia Lake Association ~ Preserving, Protecting, and Promoting the Welfare of Sylvia Lake Since 1968



  Sylvia Lake Milfoil Mitigation Fund Drive   

The use of ProcellaCOR to mitigate milfoil in the lake is the most effective and efficient method, but the cost 
per acre is not trivial. The following costs were quoted earlier this year (2024) by a recommended contractor: 

Please consider making a contribution to the Milfoil Mitigation Fund. 

The support of a majority of the Sylvia Lake community is important to ensure our 
lake remains one of the gems of the Adirondacks. We have been fortunate to have 
inherited this beautiful lake and should be uniformly dedicated to preserving it for 
future generations. Until the Association has secured sufficient funds to move forward 
with the permitting process, any cottage owner interested in using a Benthic mat to 
suppress the growth of milfoil on their waterfront may rent 10’ X12’ mats from the 
SLA for $100 per mat per season. There are 18 mats available and may be obtained by 
contacting Sandy Kraker Ph (315)439-3434 or jkraker@twcny.rr.com. Sandy and the 
SLA are more than willing to provide assistance, but we may not have the manpower to 
conduct replacement and removal of the mats. The $100 per mat seasonal rental fee will 
go towards the Milfoil Mitigation Fund. 

Lastly, the SLA MTF would like to remind all property (riparian) owners of their right to object to the use of an 
herbicide in Sylvia Lake. The ultimate decision to use an herbicide in the lake rests with the NYS DEC and not 
the SLA. A noteworthy aspect of the permit application process involves the NYS DEC requiring all riparian 
owners to be notified, in writing, during the application review process and afforded the opportunity to agree or 
object to the permitting of the specified herbicide. All objections must be made in writing and will be 
adjudicated by the NYS DEC staff and/or an Administrative Law Judge, should a public hearing be warranted.  

If you would like more information regarding the Sylvia Lake community’s efforts to mitigate Eurasian Milfoil 
in our lake since 2004, the yearly efforts have been captured in photographs and brief summaries available for 
viewing on the Sylvia Lake website under the “Association” heading and sub-heading of “Invasives. ”.  Without 
accounting for the innumerable volunteer hours contributed by lake residents involving hand harvesting and 
handling of Benthic mats over the past 20 years, the SLA expenditures for addressing milfoil exceed $33,700. 
To date, no appreciable progress has been demonstrated to mitigate milfoil spread in our lake. 

Thank you in advance for your continued support of the MTF. We will keep the lake community informed of 
our progress via periodic mailings and the website. 

Learn More About Sylvia Lake’s Milfoil History
https://www.sylvialakeny.com/search?q=milfoil
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The March 2024 SLA Treasurer’s report identified 
that we have a balance of $8,119. 65. While the 
available funds are used to support social events on 
the lake and routine maintenance of the Sylvia Lake 
website and annual mailings, a portion of this amount 
does represent residuals from earlier donations 
collected for the manual harvesting of milfoil by 
Aqualogic in 2020 and 2022. 

Article 15 Permitting — $1,500.00
Article 24 Permitting — $2,000.00

Pre- and Post-Treatment Surveys — $3,200.00
ProcellaCOR Treatment 

5-10 acres — $2,300.00
20-25 acres — $1,650.00

Post ProcellaCOR residue sampling — $2,200.00

DONATE


